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What's Under the Hood

The Running Board is the volunteer-created, official monthly newsletter of the Orange County 
Chapter, Buick Club of America, and is not produced for commercial sale.
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The Driver's Seat
Greetings Buick Enthusiasts,

Another month is in the books! I hope everyone has been able to keep cool and, despite the 
heat, has found time to keep your Buicks on the road.

Our chapter has seen continuous growth this year, and September is no different, with three 
new members joining us! As always, I am grateful for the incredible efforts of our entire 
Board, who work tirelessly behind the scenes to make the Orange County Chapter one of the 
most talked-about chapters in the BCA.

We have been recognized for our growth, created additional awareness through multiple 
Bugle articles, and last but certainly not least, our newsletter, The Running Board, has been 
shared throughout the BCA network, creating even more visibility for our chapter. I have 
even received positive feedback about The Running Board from directors of other car clubs 
many times our size.

Jessica has done a great job, and I would like to encourage those of you who have not yet 
contributed the story behind your Buick to step forward so you and your car can be featured 
in a future edition.

I would be remiss if I did not take this opportunity to remind you that your Board has been 
busy working on the October 10th All Buick Car Show. We want this to be a positive 
experience for our members and the greater Buick community.

FROM THE DIRECTOR
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Registrations are steadily coming in, but with just over a month remaining until the show, 

many of our members have yet to sign up. We also need volunteers to help make the day run 

smoothly. Please reach out if you are willing to help. Your Board is doing the heavy lifting, so 

I promise there will still be plenty of time to enjoy the show while lending a hand.

Why did we decide to take on such a huge undertaking and put on an All Buick Car Show?

It has been roughly 20 years since our club sponsored a show like this. With the incredible 

growth we have experienced, we felt it was time to put this marquee event back on the 

calendar.

The visibility the show will create can only increase awareness of our club. As our chapter 

continues to grow, so will our calendar of events and the opportunities we can offer our 

members.

Finally, sponsoring this show gives us valuable experience and an opportunity to prove to 

the BCA that we are capable of hosting the 2029 Buick Nationals right here in our own 

backyard.

Speaking of the Nationals, Bruce, Fred, and Rory are back from Albany, where they sat in on 

the in-person future Nationals planning meeting. I am excited to hear from them at our 

picnic on September 26th at Irvine Regional Park.

The Driver 's  Seat -  Continued
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As mentioned in my last email, we will not hold our regular monthly meeting at garie 

�allenderউs. Jnstead, we will have an informal meeting during the picnic.

This event and our other upcoming activitiesॸincluding �outh s� �ars ਩ �oΦee in �an 

�lemente on �eptember 2ࢾthॸare listed in The Running Board and on our website.

Thanks for being the best part of the s��B�A, and see you soon.

�ee you soon,

Jeff Shugarman
$irector
Buick �lub of America ॹ s� �hapter

TǚƷ %ȵǠɫƷȵ ٔȽ  °Ʒƌɋ ٮ  CȏȄɋǠȄɓƷư
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$ot Lo�s Ń $an�  Íns
�uguÂÈ ôă îìîò

XeΦ �hugarman, ࣂࣃࣆࢾ Buick �kylark �pecial
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lÍ~ 8eeting
�uguÂÈ íñă îìîò

Bill �alamandrakisु ࢾࣄࣆࢾ �kylark restomod 
XeΦ �hugarman, ࣂࣃࣆࢾ Buick �kylark �pecial

Brad geyersु ࢾࣄࣆࢾ =rand �port convertible
^es Jdenु 2ࣄࣆࢾ *lectra 22ࣂ �ustom 

gsgr. $oug �larkु ࣁࣂࣆࢾ �uper model ࣃࣂRौ  jeil gatranga 2ࣁࢽࢽ Buick
¢ony ਩ ^aura Albinु ࣆࣀࣆࢾ <ord $elu˗eौ ¢om �chay, ࢾࣁࣆࢾ Packard



uǠǹƷȽ ۯ uƷȂȏȵǠƷȽٮ CȏȄɋǠȄɓƷư
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¢om �chayौ ࢾࣁࣆࢾ Packard
¢ony ਩ ^aura Albinु ु ord $elu˗e> ࣆࣀࣆࢾ 

jewer club memberु ¢eresa Avina, ࣄࣀࣆࢾ ^imo ^ࢽࣆ

^arry gineryु ࣂࣃࣆࢾ Âildcat �onvertible.



Date:  September 12, 2026
Time:  9:00 am - 11:00 am
Location:  The Outlets
   San Clemente

The Running Board

Se»Èeª~er íîă îìîò
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Âhat to *˗ʜectु
• Loʰs oɅ Ȧarsू 
• �ʰarȥuȦɦs is ʰhere Ʌor ȦoΦee 

ieetuɛ for iemǤers to Ǥe arrangeǫԬ
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The Running Board

Sep 26

OCCBCA Events

ON THE HORIZON

OCCBCA Annual Picnic
Irvine Regional Park, Irvine

Oct 10 Western Regional All Buick Car Show
Fullerton, 9:00 am

Page 11

Sep 12 Cars & Coffee
San Clemente, 9:00 am

Oct 17 OCCBCA Club Meeting
Marie Callender's, Anaheim
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©se Jt or ^ose Jt

The radiator came out of the উ8ࣁ Buick Roadmaster two weeks ago. A relatively easy e˗ercise 
getting her out aδer being told by Pops at =aryউs Radiator that she wasnউt holding pressure, 
looked to be the original, was having some leakage issues and needed to be replaced or reॼcored.

The ̍uote to replace her was a mule kick to the guts.

Âe opted for Plan B, and Pops told us to go see his friends at Atlas Radiator in �anta <e �prings 
to get her reॼcored.

J knew J liked the place before J even drove
 up their driveway.

Èou pass the goon �peed �hop on the way to 
Atlas, its about two blocks away. sf course, we had 
to stop an look at some eye candy, have our eardrums 
blown out while they were tuning a supercharged 
streamliner headed for the Bonneville �alt <lats, 
and check out the general awesomeness of $ean 
goonউs iconic speed shop.

Jf you like hot rodsू going fat and the coolest sʜeed equiʜment in the worldू you must goॄ

As we pulled into the driveway of Atlas Radiator, 
you are immediately struck by the sight of a beautiful 
hand cart, covered in polished diamond plate, that looks
like a streamliner crossed with a silver chariot. This is 
where you put your oΦerings to the god of cooling so 
your radiator can be resurrected and reborn to εght 
another day in Áalhalla.

Âe were helped by �hris, whose family has been 
in this game since the উࢽࣂs. Ee told us to come back in 
about four or εve days. Jt ended up being pushed to 
about ࢽࢾ, but he had the decency to ask if we had a car 
show we needed it ready for. Jf so, heউd push it to the 
head of the line.

Τatউs a comʜany J want to do business withॄ

Âe opted for Plan B, and Pops told us to go see his friends at Atlas Radiator in �anta <e �prings 

Jconic goon *yes

hand cart, covered in polished diamond plate, that looks

�hariot carrying the radiator
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Âe picked up the radiator a couple of days ago, 
freshly rebuilt and ready to go. This weekend will 
be the install, me thinks.

Eopefully we get a break from the heat.

Âhich brings me to something seemingly unrelated.

Jn the last two days, Jউve had the opportunity to service 
the windows of a new client and an e˗isting client. 
Both men seemed to be about the same ageु retired, 
married, kids, beautiful houses and cars. Both were full 
of the same piss and vinegarॸa cheeky sense of humor, 
driven to achieve greatness, with a few curse words 
thrown in occasionally when the wife was out of earshot 
to emphasiˢe a point.

�ut mainlyू there was that sharʜness in the eyeू if you bothered to look.

The new client had multiple computer screens on his desk and was charting and plotting the 
markets, especially the precious metals sector. Ee was rather surprised when J could converse 
with him on the topic.

`ittȪe ǫiǫ Ȏe ȥnɀʑ L ʑǈs ǈ ɛɞeǥiɀus ȳeʧǈȪs Ǥɞɀȥeɞ Ȅɀɞ Ҳҵ ʗeǈɞs ǤeȄɀɞe sʧǈɞting tȎe ʑinǫɀʑ ǫeʧǈiȪing 
ǥɀȳɛǈnʗԬ

Ee deεnitely has his εnger on the pulse of 
the market and is still fully engaged. ¢alking 
with him about the various influences aΦecting 
prices and his proɣections going forward was 
̍uite nostalgic for me. Ee was still calculating 
the odds and weighing the outcomes aΦected 
by global influences, ɣust like J didॸ
and still do.

At the brokerage, we called it ɣuηling ࣃࢾ balls in 
the air, all at once, and never being caught oΦ guard 
by some random আblack swanই event.

The rooms were purposely coldॸ2ࣃ degreesॸand the coΦee strong to keep the brokers sharp and 
on point.

ÅȽƷ Uɋ ȏȵ kȏȽƷ Uɋ ٮ CȏȄɋǠȄɓƷư

with him about the various influences aΦecting 

At the brokerage, we called it ɣuηling ࣃࢾ balls in 

Atlas Radiator

Precious getals
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The second client had one computer screen, not pluηed into anything in particular, and an 
e˗ceptionally beautiful view out his window of the beaches of �an �lemente.

Âe got to talking, and he shared photos of his family and some of his motoriˢed toysॸboats, 
RÁs, oΦॼroad vehiclesॸalong with pictures of himself water skiing on ɣust his feet, building 
houses with his son and doing the things that had εlled his life.

Eeউd had numerous operations on his back and hips from his inɣuries. Ee moved slowly but 
deliberately.

Although a bit battered and worse for wear, J didnोt see a man who had lost his faculties 
२though his wife would argue that point३. ¢o me, he looked disengaged.

�nǫ �u�,&Ԭ

$ementia is such an ugly word, and when someone stops actively engaging that most 
important muscleॸthe mindॸhe can begin to resemble the person others believe him to be.

Aδer spending 2ࣂ years on the 
phone, making millions of calls, 
spending countless hours talking 
with clients while managing 
investment portfolios and retirement 
accounts, certain life truths become 
evidentु

A man who has led a life of work, 
responsibility and authority must 
maintain some level of mental 
engagement, even if it is in another 
εeld entirely, or risk losing that 
sharpness through boredom and 
disengagement.

©S* JT sR ^sS* JTॄ

ÅȽƷ Uɋ ȏȵ kȏȽƷ Uɋ ٮ CȏȄɋǠȄɓƷư

goon *yes Èellow $ragster ࢾࣃॼࣆࣂࣆࢾ
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Jn an industry where brokers routinely make ࢽࢽࢾॼplus calls per day, we saw it time and 
againु the engineer, e˗ecutive or businessman who retired without a hobby, business, 
proɣect or purpose to occupy his mind oδen seemed to decline remarkably ̍uickly, 
regardless of how much money he had s̍uirreled away in his retirement accounts. J have 
 years of engaging with people daily and Jोm saying there is something to having a life ࣂ2
outside of work that keeps people sharp and engaged.

�etirement from a ȢoǤ sȎouȪǫn԰t mean retirement from ȪifeԬ

Jt is my humble opinion that vehicles are the same.

Run them hard till they break.

<i˗ what breaks.

Run them hard again till they donউt break.

But most importantlyॸ

R©j TE*M.

Respectfully Èours,
ॸ $ino
Public Relations
Buick �lub of America ॹ s� �hapter

ÅȽƷ Uɋ ȏȵ kȏȽƷ Uɋ ٮ CȏȄɋǠȄɓƷư

Buick �lub of America ॹ s� �hapter



7 - Judy Griffin
11 - Michael Ortiz
20 - Greg Dean
21 - Larry Mustaller
22 - Marty Supple
30 - Laura Albin

Garage Humor

Birthdays
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Meeting Minutes

Call to Order
• The meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m. 
• Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the sign-in sheet was completed and the July 

meeting minutes were approved.

Attendance
• 22 members in attendance.
• New member Bill Salamandrakis joined us in his red 1971 restomod Skylark.
• Learned about the club through Art Fortin from the Gilroy area.
• Registered for the Western Regional All Buick Car Show.
• Available to help with social media postings.
• Teresa Avina, a member since our Highway 39 event, brought her 1937 Limo L90.
• Available to help with car show logistics and event creation.
• Photos of the cars can be found on the Buick Club of America Orange County 

Facebook page.
• We look forward to meeting new members Eric Minor and Rex McMillan soon. 

Sam met them both last week and signed them up on the spot. Just wait until you 
see their Buicks!

Director’s Comments
• Jeff requested volunteers to help with the upcoming Buick Show.
• Members were reminded to add photos to the club Dropbox account.
• Traffic to the OC Buick website continues to increase steadily.
• Hot Rods and Handguns: 11 club members visited throughout the morning.

FROM THE SECRETARY

August General Meeting Minutes
Orange County Chapter – Buick Club of America



Meeting Minutes - Continued
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Assistant Director’s Report
• August 19–22: BCA National Meet — Albany, New York
◦ Rory, Fred and Bruce attending.

• September 12: Cars and Coffee drive-to event — San Clemente, 9:00–11:00 a.m.
• September 26: OCCBCA Club Picnic — Irvine Regional Park
    Members are requested to sign up by email.
• October 10: Western Regional All Buick Car Show — Fullerton Airport.

Treasurer report
• Club remains financially sound with a balance of approximately $5,200.
• Membership funds continue to come in.
• Payments associated with the Buick Show are going out.
• Show budget is currently in progress; details to follow.
• One annual dues payment and four Buick Show registrations completed, with 

funds mailed to the Treasurer.

Secretary Report
• Buick Show registrations continue to come in steadily.
• Registration available through Eventbrite or paper forms available at club 

events.
• BCA membership and a fire extinguisher are required for vehicle check-in.

Newsletter Report
• Submissions for The Running Board requested by the 15th of each month.
• Articles generally appear 30–60 days after submission.
• Looking for: Member stories, photos, advertisements, articles

Public Relations Report
• Dino continues contacting club and BCA members about the upcoming Buick 

Show.
• Helping members with resources and insights to get their Buicks back on the 

road.
• Buick enthusiasts have been pleasantly surprised to hear directly from the 

chapter.
• Members are noticing the Buick Show flyer in the Buick Bugle and expressing 

interest in the variety of events our chapter puts on.



uƷƷɋǠȄǒ uǠȄɓɋƷȽ ٮ CȏȄɋǠȄɓƷư
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sʜen Discussion
• XeΦ reported an increase in fuel economy while using the fuel tabs advertised in 

The Running Board.
• $ino is using Atlas Radiator locally and will provide a review and possible 

recommendation.
• ¢om thanked Xessica for his article in the latest issue o̎ The Running Board.
• ¢eresa mentioned a charity car show her club holds in jovember as a possible 

addition to our event schedule.
• $oug updated the club on his ࣁࣂࣆࢾ Buick �uper godel ࣃࣂR, now sporting a new 

windshield and trim.
• jeil organiˢes a parts swap meet on the third �unday of every month at the 

Buena Park *lks location.
• ¢ony gartineˢ arrived in his recently purchased 2ࣂࢾࢽ Áolkswagen Beetle ¢urbo 

with a si˗ॼspeed manual transmission.
• ^ots of carॼrelated news from our members ॸ take pictures and share them to 

$ropbo˗ॄ

Adɣournment
• geeting adɣourned at ࣂࣁुࢾࢾ a.m.
• ginutes prepared by ¢ony on August ࣃ2ࢽ2 ,ࣆࢾ.
• Attendance sheet included as an attachment.

Respectfully submitted,
Tony Albin
�ecretary
Buick �lub of America,
s� �hapter

Page 2ࢽ





The �Üchange

Waiting for your items!

Buy • Sell • Trade • Talk
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Ähere Bɸiǥȥɥ ̇nd their neʖt ɥtorʗԬ

�Öaila~le

Gȏɋ Ʒɱɋȵƌ ȲƌȵɋȽّ CǹƷƌȄǠȄǒ ȏɓɋ ɋǚƷ ǒƌȵƌǒƷّ
¾ǚǠȽ ȽȲƌƩƷ ǠȽ ɲȏɓȵȽِ

�ɸǤȳit ʗoɸr >�,, ǥlaɥɥi̇ed adɥ toԦ
eƷȽȽǠƩƌ CǚƌȄưǹƷȵ ƌɋي

ǱƷȽȽǠƩƌۮ�C�ɓǠƩǵCǹɓƨِƩȏȂ
>irɥt ǥoȳeԬ >irɥt ǥlaiȳedԬ

Waiting for your items!



CUSTOM CHAIN-STITCHED 
APPAREL & PATCHES
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�o¾ Pale
�e¾oÜ �Íel Ta~s

THE EXCHANGE

VIwT�G- style chain-stitched shirts, 
hoodies, sweatshirts ۯ more

ANY design, siɼe or color combo. 

27ז949-522-7  

� solid-state fuel catalyst designed to 
optimiɼe combustion, improve engine 
ef˟ciency, and reduce harmful emissions.
¥erfect for keeping your engine clean and 
running at peak performance.
Compatible with gas and diesel engines

27ז949-522-7       

�oost ef˟ciency. Clean burn. 
uore miles per tank.

LÍst �n�s $e¾e

Þorldٔs ُ׏ -ncapsulating Coating
For uetal, Concrete, Fiberglass, 
and Þood

27ז949-522-7       

�rmor for äour uetal.
¥owered by ¨ust Grip.
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SEEKING
THE EXCHANGE

Vintage Vlchek Tools
Seeking vintage Vlchek tools, including open and box-end wrenches, ball 
peen hammers, monkey wrenches, screwdrivers, metal punches, and 
related items.

The older, the better. Cosmetic condition is not important—functionality is 
key.

If you have any available, please reach out.
— Dino

      949-375-0426
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Ähere Bɸiǥȥ oʑnerɥ ǥonneǥʧԬ

BuÂineÂÂ �ire�ÈorÝ
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>or thoɥe ʑho ȥnoʑԬ
Be�oªe a 8eª~er

gembership in the srange �ounty �hapter of the Buick �lub of America connects you with 
a community that values craδsmanship, history, and the stories behind every mile.

<rom local drives to national events, this is where Buick enthusiasts come togetherॸnot ɣust 
to show their cars, but to share them.

geɴȥership JnȦɫudesु
ॹ gonthly meetings and events
ॹ Access to the national B�A network
ॹ jewsletter features and member stories
ॹ A community built on shared passion

$ownload your membership formु orangecounty.buickclub.org

Buick �lub of America ॼ srange �ounty �hapter is a chartered chapter of the Buick 
�lub of America २B�A३.

<or membership in the s� �hapter, you must be a member of the Buick �lub of America or 
have applied for membership.

<or B�A gembership information visit buickclub.org

https://orangecounty.buickclub.org/membership/
https://www.buickclub.org/
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The People Behind 
the Chapter

The Running Board
The Running Board is published monthly, on the 
first day of the month.

Contributions to the newsletter are welcomed and 
should be received by the 15th of the month. 

Submissions:
jessica@OCBuickClub.com

Crafted in collaboration with the unseen 
hand of Aeth3r

Leadership
Jeff Shugarman
Director
shugar410@gmail.com

Sam Mandlin
Assistant Director
crankshaftsam@yahoo.com

Alan Clark
Treasurer
awc13@earthlink.net

Rod “Anthony” Albin
Secretary
tony@apcbearings.com

Ruthie Truhn
Membership
ruthtruhn@gmail.com

Dino Changanaqui
Public Relations
dino@ocbuickclub.com

Jessica Chandler
Newsletter Editor
jessica@ocbuickclub.com

Msgr. Doug Cook
Historian
msgr.dcook@rcbo.org

Articles presented in The Running Board reflect the opinion of the 
authors, not necessarily the views of the editor or the club. The 
Running Board and its editor seek to publish accurate information 
but do not assume any liability or responsibility in the event of a 
claim of loss or damages resulting from publication. 

Website: orangecounty.buickclub.org 

Instagram: @buick_cluboc

https://orangecounty.buickclub.org/
https://orangecounty.buickclub.org/
https://www.instagram.com/buick_cluboc/






